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Dissertation on the Bagpipes. 



[Juli 



Some persons perhaps may suppose 
that they have discovered in it a 
statue of Atys, who was beloved by 
Cybele, and afterwards changed by 
her into a pine, according to Ovid : 

Et succiocta comas hirsutoque vevttce pi- 

r»U!> 
Grata deum matri, siquidem Cybel'ms 

Atys 
Exuit hac hominem truncnque induruit 

ilk). MET am. l x. 

Though it is not certain that the 
Bagpipes were used in the festivals 
and sacrifices of Cybele yet it may 
be deduced from the recital which 
Apuleius makes of the College of 
priests of the Mother of the Gods. 
These went through the streets of the 
city and towns, Cymbalis et Crotnlis 
pcisomntes Deamque Syriam circum- 
jerentes, "playing on c\mbals and 
Castanets and carrying about the Syrian 
Goddesses— hence it may be conjectured 
tiiat among the players of the above- 
mentioned instruments, were bagpipers 
also, as their instruments correspond 
so well with others of a noisy kind. 
Moreover Apuleius says, that having 
been conducted to the dwelling of 
these priests, he there saw quidam 
juvenis satis corputentus et Ckoraula 
doctissimus — " a young man somewhat 
corpulent and a very skilful Chorautas ;" 
whence I infer that the Bagpipers 
were among the priests of Cybele, 
because, as has been observed above, 
Clinraules is a name given by Hygimis 
to the Pi/thaules, who are the same 
as our bagpipers. It might therefore 
be asserted with some probability that 
some worshipper of the great Mother 
Cybele had made this statue to re- 
present the Shepherd Atys, in the 
act of sounding an instrument usually 
employed in her festivals. 1 shall not 
however deny that the dress ot Atys 
in antient monuments is very different 
from this. 

This Shepherd of ours may also 
by some be supposed Jo be a Paris, 
•who, as is notorious to every one, 
though a son of Priam the last king 
of Troy, was brought up by Shepherds 
on Mount [da and led a country 
life until he went to Greece on his 
famous expedition. And in fact the 
Phrygian Cap, uhich is to be seen 
«n the head of this Shepherd, and 
•ho pastoral instrument be holds in 
fcis hands, furnish some probable arg'-i- 



ments for such a supposition, but I 
will not venture to assert any thing 
positively concerning it. 

It may also be said that it represents 
a Bacchanal, as the Bagpipes were an 
appendage to the equipage of Bac- 
chus ; but no emblem or attribute of 
a Bacchanal is to be seen on our 
Statue. I therefore think that such 
feeble conjectures should be neglected, 
and that we shall come nearer the 
truth, by supposing simply as 1 have 
already said, that it is intended to 
represent some deceased Bagpiper 
celebrated among the Shepherds, whose 
effigy had been made for his remem- 
brance by his friends and relations. 

'I hat it represents a Shepherd can- 
not be doubted, as his garments are 
similar in every respect to those of 
the Shepherds engraven on the Gems 
in the Florentine Museum, and to the 
labourers, who are to be seen in many 
Bass-reliefs mentioned by P. Mont- 
fauc on. The wind instrument he 
holds in his hand, by us proved to 
be rustic, serves to mark this very 
strongly. 

To this may be added in the last 
pLce, that it was the custom among 
the antients to commemorate both by 
statues and inscriptions, the celebrated 
players on any musical instrument, 
as is attested by numerous monuments 
and inscriptions, where many plavers 
on the flute and trumpet are named 
and represented, as may be seen in 
Bartolinus, Boissard, and" in the works 
of Gruterus and Muratori. 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

'T'HE following article is taken from 
■*■ the Appendix to Martin's History 
of Thettord. It is copied from an 
orig nal record ia that borough, whei 
John le Forrester was mayor, in the 
10th year of Edward 3d. A. I). 1336. 
It js so far curious, as it exhibits an 
authentic account of the value of many- 
articles at that time ; being a bill in- 
serted in the town book, of the ex- 
penses attending the sending of two 
light- horsemen from Thettord, to the 
army which was to march against the 
Scots that year : 
Tn two men chosen to 50 into 

the army against Scotland ,£l 
For cloth, aud to the tayler 



1S09.] Atcount of the College of Maynoolh. J3 

for makini* it into two powns 6 11 if ever it had been made. So that 

For two pair of gloves, and a there remained nothing now to be done 

stick or staff 6 2 bnt to give bot |. c|er , an( j j aity ^ 

ror two horses .J 11 o| goo d an education as possible. 

IZ ^S&tEr. : : : % It , A p-p* » ™> .«-» * «* «~ 

Paid A {ad for going with the tnne s0 ""merous, requ ired a numerous 

mavor to Lynn, to take clergy. W e have no documents before 

care of tlie horses* .... 3 us tor ascertaining the number of the 

To a boy for carrying a letter regulars educated on the Continent, 

to Lynn 4 We learn, however, that there are still 

Kxpcnses for the horses of the friars of various religious orders in Ire- 
two for tour days before they land, such as Franciscans, Dominican-, 
departed 10 Carmelites, Auguslins, &c. &c. who al. 
* The distance between Thetfordand Lynn i> had theireonventsabroad, or free acres* 

abw thirty-three miley M. t0 , he Convents of other nations 1 he 

, _ ... — :, ' ■:■ ; ,, . two first had very numerous houses m 

For Hie Belfast Mmitl dy Magazine. Louvain : Prague had an Irishconventof 

ACCOUNT OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF f h ? nd ' ed , *™ L 'f™ a " d ^t^. 

ST. VATR.CK, at maynooth, near Lornune and r landers had others: in 

short, in almost every Catholic sent of 
From Land. M.Mat, learning there were "Irish Friars! It 
T<HE idea of a seminary for the woll i (l a PP ear their mmh ™ far exceed- 
1 education of Roman Catholics in ecl that °} tl,e s <T ular , cIe '" s - v - Tlie >" 
Leland was lirst started under the short are now dying oft, and it there be no 
but popular administration of Lord extraordinary supply of well instructed 
Eitzwrlliam, in 1795. The act, how- successors, their loss will be severely 
ever, for endowing such all institution felt by the Catholic congregations that 
did not pass, till Earl Camden had are under their charge, 
succeeded to the vice-royaltv. Before ( > f * ec , f c! '' r ?>'- or c!er S>' P™- 
that period the Catholic colleges on the P. erlv s0 talleo - brought up on the Con- 
Continent were frequented by the Irish, t ' ne " t ' ,^ e tolhiwmg is the statement 
both clergy and lattv, for the purposes ?f Dr - Du,,n laid hefole tlle Uo "*e of 
of education; and "an Irish Catholic y°" ,m . ons - „ , _ , Scholars, 
never considered himself more at home '» Par ' s - Co11 ' des Lombards . 100 
than wheu abroad. In every coun- Ditto, Community rue Clieval Vert 80 

trv in Europe was he caressed "and en- „ nti ? ■ ■ 8(5 

eo'uraged. To every country but his Bourdeaux . . 40 

own, were his talentsacceptable. In the r y oua y 30 

career of science or of miliiary honours, Toulouse 10 

he met with no obstacle, but at home. • Llsie S 

There was he analien indeed: there was . 

he treated as an enemy to God, and to r ° tal > n 'ranee 34S 

his king. This system, persevered in for — ' — 

hundreds of years in vain, ought at least * The smthr clergy are so called from 
to convince the world that those whore- scriiltim, the world: because from their 
niained Catholics were sincerely so; and duties they are obliged to intermix with 
upright sincere men are never to bede- tl t e wotM - The bishop is the only superior 
spised because they are mistaken. To "'"" ,he see, ' lar <; le, W in hi * diocese, 
think that they would be better chris- J he >' ni . e "«* h "" nd . •»? the '»«: «' P-»-«r- 
tians,orbette/subjec, S bybein g depri- %£%% ^^ZTrZ^l 
ved I of a regular education was too ab- ril|e> are U0|md l>v (h , jr ^ *• 
surd. 1 o assert, thatin this uncivMized Hiastity, and obedience. Where the law* 
state they would be less bigotted to their f t |,e country permit it, they lire in coin- 
own principles, and more open to con- nmnities, a nd have superiors, of their o«n, 
viction or conversion to Protestantism, generally chosen by them selves, and often 
■would be doing little honour to the I'ro- exempt (rum the jurisdiction of the hisho' , 
testailt religion, and less credit to the except in pastoral functions. They are 
penetration of Protestants. Experience aIs0 called. religions orders, and of them 
has completely belied that assertion, »'"re is a great variety. 



